SUMMER READING 2022 - FUTURE 5eme
A note for the parents.
It is very important that your child reads, but it is equally important that they enjoy reading
during the holidays. It is better they read something they enjoy, than nothing at all. I have tried
to choose books that I hope will give them pleasure. We want books to provide a challenge,
but not too much of a challenge. When you and your child choose a book, let them read the
first page: most websites let you read a page before buying, and bookshops do. We want the
child to understand all the vocabulary on the page but, ideally maybe 2 or 3 words on the page are
unfamiliar. Two or three new words a page will grow their vocabulary and provide a gentle level
of challenge. More than 2 or 3 and the book may be too difficult and your child may become
discouraged and not finish.
Audio books are great, you can all listen to them on car journeys and then you can, as a
family, discuss the stories.
We all know that children copy adults, if they see us reading, they will join in.
We wish you a good summer and happy reading.
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Watching TV can help improve your English language skills, IF you watch the
English language version, with subtitles.
Mr Blows recommends ‘Avatar, the last Air Bender’. This long
series traces the story of three friends, a lemur and a flying
bison, whose job is to save the world from the evil Fire Nation.
Available on Netflix in VO with subtitles.

Natural History documentary series are great, the whole family can watch together and
improve everyone’s English skills. There are many available on Amazon Prime and Netflix.
Mr Blows recommends the programmes made by the BBC Natural History Unit. BBC English is
the standard pronunciation of the language. The narrators speak very slowly and clearly making
it a great tool for language learning, especially as the pictures simultaneously illustrate the
words. You learn about the world whilst you improve your syntax, vocabulary, grammar and your
accent.

Why not listen rather than read? Audio books are a great way to improve your language
skills. You can download stories onto your phone and listen whilst you sunbathe.

